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The annual competition for the Challenge Cup by squads of

the Branch of the St. John Ambulance Association was held
on June 3rd at the Zoological Gardens. Four squads of five
men entered, and after a searching examination in stretcher
work and a viva voce, the judges Colonel Steele, Colonel
Tomlinson, and Dr. Harvey awarded the prize to a squad
from the Witham Chemical Works. Mr. F. Richardson Cross,
M.B., presided, and in presenting the cup to the leader, spoke
of the value of ambulance work. There was a marked im-
provement in the work this year, the winning squad proving
themselves very efficient.

CORRESPONDENCE,
DIRECT REPRESENTATION AND THE BRITISH

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SIR,-From the mode in which you have pointed

or annotated in your editorial " Notes" at p. 1362 the
remarks I made on Wednesday at the General Medical
Council you have given to them a colouring which
was certainly not intended, and which your own re-
port, if carefully considered, will by no means bear
-out. No shadow of disrespect was in my mind, and therefore
I presume there could be none in my spee6h, towards the
Council of the British Medical Association. I do, indeed,
hold that the latter Council has not rightly interpreted the
mind of the medical profession in urging at this moment a
vague and impossible claim for " a much larger share of direct
representation on the General Medical Council." But
the arguments employed, even the one illustration used,
by me as to the undue influence of small and insignifi-
-cant coteries in matters of this kind, had no reference
to the Council of the British Medical Association, and
would have been very much out of place if so read in
the light of your comments. My one illustration was
taken from Scotland; where Dr. Bruce, who so well
represents the profession at large in the General Medical
Council, had at the last election to encounter the expense.
and all of us the useless worry, of a c-ntest on behalf
o6f a small body of malcontents, who, when invited by special
circular, did not, I am told, count up much more than a
4dozen, but who were made to figure in the newspapers as a
large and influential party in favour of a rival candidate. I
did not venture on any allusion to England at all, as I do not
reside there; and no man can have a higher appreciation than
I have of the services to the General Medical Council of such
men as Mr. Wheelhouse and Sir Walter Foster, not to men-
tion the names of my fellow councillors now existing. But
surely it cannot be forgotten that not long ago one gentleman,
no doubt of earnest character and good intentions, but known
to most of us only through his interminable and intolerable
gift of correspondence in your own and other journals,
was rpitchforked into the General Medical Council by
what I will venture to call an insignificant coterie,
and shortly thereafter managed to snuff out his own
little candle, to the relief of all concerned. Have I not
a right to infer, then, that in the British Medical Association,
at times, a comparatively small section may make a great
deal more noise than it is worth, while the comparatively
large body of quiet men, slow to be disturbed in their im-
portant daily avocations, leave the field open to the agitating
minorities? I mean no disrespGot to the Council of the British
Medical Association in saying that it is possible they may
thus be misled into an ill-considered resolution at times, and
with these explanatory remarks I am content to leave the
arguments adduced in my speech to work their own effect.-
I am, etc.,
Oxford Street, W., June 3rd. W. T. GAIRDNER.

SIR,-After reading the debate on direct representation in
the General Medical Council, most members of the profession
will come to the conclusion that we occupy much the same
position as the UJitlanders in South Africa. In both cases
those who pay the piper consider that they are inadequately
represented on the governing body, and that the majority of
the representatives are either ignorant or regardless of the
interests of those they represent. In both instances the reply

of the Government is that there is no discontent among their
constituents, that the Uitlanders, medical or otherwise, are as
happy as the day is long; that they wish for no better repre-
sentation; that the present agitation has been manufactured
by a few brawlers and malcontents; and, finally, the members
of the Government pat each other on the back, and assure one
another that they are a fine set of fellows, who perform their
duties in a manner that everyone allows to be almost perfec-
tion.
The mere mention of the subject of direet representation

renders the majority of the Council irritable. They know
there are no valid reasons to be advanced against an increase
of direct representation, and that they are resisting a reform
that must come. In the debate last week all the reason was
on one side and the numbers on the other. Those opponents
of reform who deigned to speak at all had to support their case
by ingenious and far-fetched arguments, which no one with
any knowledge of the present condition of the medical profes-
sion would think worthy of attention. Most people will agree
with one of the speakers that the medical profession is wonder-
fully represented on the Council- so wonderfully, that some
members of the Council might have been living on a different
planet. One good result of the debate is that we know now
who are for and who against this necessary reform.-I am,
etc.,
Mansfield, June 5th. E. S. NUTTING.

A CHARGE AGAINST THE CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL.
SIR,-In his letter of May i6th, Dr. Robert Saundby, Chair-

man of Council and member of the Reference Committee,
has a sentence which I am certain would not have been pasEed
had the letter emanated from any private member of the Asso-
ciation; and alike in penning such a sentence and in allowing
its admission to the columns of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
Dr. Saundby has grossly abused his position. The
offending sentence is as follows: " Truly the saying ' that a
man's enemies are those of his own household' is always being
illustrated in the medical profession. I am glad to say that,
with the exception of Mr. Lawson Tait, not one member of
the profession here has given public encouragement to the new
scheme. It remained for Mr. Garrett Horder, the Secretary
of the Hospital Reform Association, to give to the Birming-
ham public this exhibition of the want of union which exists
amongst us."

I shall leave Mr. Garrett Horder to deal with his own case,
but for myself I desire to say that I decline to be hectored
and bullied into an agreement with Dr. Saundby upon any
point whatever. The public encouragement I gave to the
new scheme was due to the fact that 1 was the only member
of the profession upon whom the interviewer called who did
or could know anything about it. Others gave opinions on
matters which were never in it, or had been discarded as it
was developed.
But "the views put forward by the consultants in Bir-

mingham upon the proposed consulting institution"1 have
been completely upset by Dr. Saundby in a lay paper,2 when
he says concerning the same scheme, not altered one bit
between those dates, and to this effect: "I will only say that,
with the assistance of my colleagues, I am doing my best to
seek a satisfactory solution of the problem, and that it is yet
too early to despair of success." This sudden friendliness to
the new scheme is a most singular sequence to the ill-
tempered, vindictive, and wl olly unjustifiable attack made
upon me in your columns. H as D:. Saundby been converted
to the wisdom of some such schemne and its great advantages
to the profession ? If so, he should make an apology for his
outburst of bad temper to me simply because I anticipated
him in that process by some months.-I am, etc.,
Birmingham, June ist. LAWSON TAIT.
***Mr. Lawson Tait is mistaken in supposing that the

Reference Committee is still' in existence; it was not reap-
pointed by the Council last July. We have communicated a
copy of the above letter to, Dr. Saundby, who writes as fol-
lows:

I Dr. Saundby, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, May 29th.
2 Birmingham Daily Po8t, May 28th.

SIR,-I am obliged to you for letting me see Mr. Lawson
Tait's letter, but it is not of the kind that I care to notice.


